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behind it, with all its store of gathered strength of achievement
and its firm foundation on the confidence of the people, has not
found these new problems simple of solution, or these new needs
easy of adjustment. I realize how infinitely more difficult is
the task before India's Imperial Legislatures, which were only
created last year. The vast extent of your field of labour, the
complexity of interests and the diversity of the peoples and
creeds of this great country, would render your responsibilities
specially onerous in any case. The journey along an untrodden
road towards the new goal would, taken by itself, be no easy
adventure, but in addition to these perplexities you have the
formidable burden of new difficulties which are taxing the powers
of highly trained and experienced legislative bodies in other
countries. Gentlemen, I have heard with appreciation of the
ability and sense of responsibility which has characterized the
debates of the Imperial Legislatures. I have been pleased to
learn of the energy and patience with which you have begun
your work. I sympathize with and admire, and I know that the
British nation sympathizes and admires the courage with which
you are facing your work. You may count on me as one, who
knows your difficulties, rightly to appraise results, which, by the
help of Providence, your good intentions and fortitude will
secure. That you may be rightly guided, to secure the well-
being and prosperity of the peoples of India, whose interests you
represent, is my earnest prayer.

Viceroy Proposes Health of His Royal Highness of the
State Banquet at Viceregal Lodge
February 22nd 1922

It is my privilege now to propose the health of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. All here rejoice in this oppor-
tunity to welcome His Royal Highness and to wish him long
life and happiness. Not only do we gladly give expression to
this wish for him as the Heir-Apparent to the Throne, but also
because none who are acquainted with the history of the last few
years can fail to appreciate how great is the interest of us all who
are citizens of the Empire in the young Prince now with us. We
know His Royal Highness as a Prince ever eager to render service
to the Empire. We know His Royal Highness as a soldier. He
has won his spurs on the battlefields of France, and we daily
witness the profound interest he takes in those who have served
their country and particularly those who contributed so notably